Capital Punishment by Ramirez, Vanessa Mosqueda
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Nebraska College Preparatory Academy Senior 
Capstone Projects Nebraska College Preparatory Academy 
2020 
Capital Punishment 
Vanessa Mosqueda Ramirez 
Grand Island Senior High School 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ncpacapstone 
 Part of the Bilingual, Multilingual, and Multicultural Education Commons, Other Education Commons, 
and the Secondary Education Commons 
Ramirez, Vanessa Mosqueda, "Capital Punishment" (2020). Nebraska College Preparatory Academy 
Senior Capstone Projects. 119. 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ncpacapstone/119 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska College Preparatory Academy at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska College 
Preparatory Academy Senior Capstone Projects by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln. 
Capital Punishment
Vanessa Mosqueda Ramirez
Nebraska College Preparatory Academy
Grand Island Senior High School 2020
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Abstract
Capital punishment: one of the most 
debated topics in the United States criminal 
justice policy. A system that has been called 
arbitrary many a time due to prejudice, 
discrimination, and innocence in death row. 
Some critics argue that the death penalty is 
applied in somewhat of an erratic fashion; 
two different offenders who commit the 
same crime may receive immensely 
different sentences like life imprisonment 
or death. There have been executions of 
innocent people, and there are people who 
managed to get free because they were 
wrongfully convicted. 
Key Points
● As of 2017, 103 countries have abolished 
the death penalty, and another 37 have not 
executed anyone in the past ten years. 
However, the United States is one of the 
few remaining Western Democracies to 
still employ the death penalty.
● 159 inmates have been released from 
death row after new evidence 
demonstrated their wrongful conviction 
between the years 1973 and 2017.
● A study from the University of Washington 
of criminal trials in 2014 found that jurors 
were three times more likely to 
recommend the death sentence for a black 
defendant than a white defendant with a 
similar crime in that state. 
Conclusion & Discussion
Overall, this system is heavily based on chance. 
Even with evidence and good arguments, 
innocent people have ended up executed due 
to prejudice, circumstance, and even being at 
the wrong place at the wrong time. However, 
one question is left, if not the death penalty, 
then what is a suitable punishment for those 
who commit such crimes? 
Works Cited
Is the death penalty for an inmate who suffers from dementia and cannot recall details of his 
crime unconstitutional? (2019). Supreme Court Debates, 22(3), 14. 
Retrieved February 27, 2020 from http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehpl/pdfviewer/pdfviewer? 
vid=4&sid=8a829 539-975 e-47a c-a1e8-9138109fcec7%40sdc-v-sessmgr01
Mallicoat, S. L. (2019). Capital punishment. In Salem Press Encyclopedia.   
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehpl/detail/detail?vid=3&sid=4cca53f8-e368-4
5ac-b04f-bb9366d5241f%40sdc-v-sessmgr01&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWlwLGNvb
2tpZSxjcGlkJmN1c3RpZD1uZWJzdGxpYg%3d%3d#db=tol&AN=95342752
Stevenson, B. (2014). Just mercy: A story of justice and redemption. Spiegel & Grau.
Waszul, Y. (2017). New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/31/opinion/capital-punishment-death-
penalty.html
https://files.deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/pdf/FactSheet.f1585003454.pdf
